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“Colonialism isdehumanizing.”Drawingillustrationsfrom
JohnSteinbeck’s,“ThePearl,”writeanessayinsupport
ofthisstatement.

Introduction
ItisclearthatthelittleIndianswereneverconsideredequaltothedoctor,thepriest
andthepearlbuyerswhowereofEuropeanorigin.Theirlifestyleswereverydifferent
andevidentlytheywerenotofthesamerace.ThelivesofthelittleIndianswere
madedifficultbytheEuropeansasshowninthefollowingillustrationsfrom thetext,
ThePearl.

Racialdiscrimination
Thecolonizersare:Thedoctor,thepriest,pearlbuyers

Thosedehumanized
 ThetitleIndians-Kino,theresidentsLAPazbrushhouses,thebeggars,fisher

man
(i)RacialDiscrimination

ThecolonizerstreatedthenativeMexicans(thelittleIndians)withcontempt.
 Thedoctor,thepearlbuyersandthepriestbelongtothesamerace.
 ThedoctorcannotgotothebrushhousestotreatCoyotito.
 Thedoctorlivesinluxury.Surroundedbyahighperimeterwall,yellowplastered

buildinghuggingthebeach.Heeatswell;chocolatesandsweetcakePg54
 ThedoctorcallstheIndians,animalsbysayingthatheisnotaveterinaryto

treatthem Pg23
 Thepriest-didnotbotherbaptizingCoyotito.Pg66.JuanapreparedCoyotitoand

dressedhim intheclothesshehadpreparedforhisbaptism,whentherewouldbe
moneyforhisbaptism.Hethinksofitwhenhelearnsofthepearl.

 HehadnotmarriedKinoandJuanabeforetheyhadthePearl-Pg51
 Thepearlbuyers-Pg42.Theywouldnegotiatethepriceofthepearlstoreachthe

lowestpricethefishermencouldnotstand.Thehappiestbuyerwashewhobought
ftrthelowestprice.Theyextortedthem andmadethem perenniallypoor.

 Forallthedoctor’sracespoketoallKino’sraceasthoughtheyweresimple
animals.Pg26

 Kino’sracefeltweak,angryandafraidallatthesametime.
 Pg26.Thedoctordidnotbelongtothepeople.Hewasofadifferentrace,that

fornearly400yearshadbeatenstarved,robbedanddespisedKino’sracethat
theycamehumblingtothedoctor.

 Exploitationofthefishermen.
 Thepearlbuyer’spg64.Thehappiestpearlbuyerwastheonewhoboughtat



thelowestprice
(ii)Poverty

Colonizationledtotheemergingofsocialstratification.Thisfurthermadethelittle
Indiansbedeprivedofbasiceducationandmedicalcarewhichwastooexpensive
forthem toafford.Theycouldnotaffordgoodfoodandproperhousing.Theylived
indeplorableconditions.

 Thereisasharpcontrast/differencebetweenthedwellingsofthelittleIndians
andtheEuropeans

 ThelittleIndiansliveinbrushhouses(inabjectpoverty),havelittletoeat,no
lightning.Thissharplycontraststothedoctorwholivesintheplasteredhouses,
inagatedareaandeatslavishly.Kinoandfamilyeatcorncakeandpulquefor
breakfast.

 Thedoctorlivedinstonehouseswithinnercoolgardens.Therewerecagedbirds
andwaterfountains.Hehadgoodbaconforbreakfast,livedinopulence,
importedfurniture,healsoatesweetbiscuitsandmorechocolateforbreakfast.
Hecouldaffordamistress.

 Kino’speoplemadealittlelivingfrom pearlharvestingwithnoproperdiving
equipments.HeusesastoneandropesandaninheritedcanoePg35.Whenthey
soldthepearls,they earnedtoolittletosupportthemselves.Kinocouldn’t
affordCoyotito’streatment.Heoffereduglymisshapenseedpearls,asuglyand
greyaslittleulcers,flattenedandalmostvaluelesstothedoctor’sservantatthegate
butthedoctorrejectedthem.Pg28

 Pg776.Theywerecheatedfrom birthtotheoverchargeoftheircoffins.
 Pf44.Inthepearl,Kinosaw himselfandJuanakneelingatthehighalterand

theycouldpayfortheirmatrimonialblessing.Thismeansthatwithoutmoneythey
couldn’tgetmarriedinchurch.

 Inthisvisiontheyweredressedwell–‘Wewillhavenew clothes.’Afterselling
thepearl.

(iii)Exploitation
ColonizationledtotheexploitationandextortionofthenativeMexicans.

 Thepearlbuyerswishtobuyatthelowestprice.Thepearlbuyeroffered1000pesos
butheknewthevalueofKino’spearl.Heoffered1500pesoswhenherealized
Kinowouldnotsellit

 Therewasonlyonepearlbuyerwhokeepagentsinseparateofficestogivea
semblanceofcompletionPg42

 Juanaputonhermarriageskirtandwaist…Kino’sraggedwhiteclotheswerecleanat
least,andthiswasthelastdayofhisraggedness.Pg66.

 Theywaitedintheirchairsuntilthepearlscamein,andcackled,fought,shouted
andthreateneduntiltheyreachedthelowestpriceafishermencouldstandPg
42

 AfishermanhadgivenhispearlstotheChurchindespairPg42
 Pg34thekingofSpainhadhelpedtopaytforthewarandhe decoratedthe

churchforhis soul’ssake.Bytheuseofmoneyfrom thesaleofthepearls,this
kinghadrisentobeagreatpowerinEurope.Thishappenedattheexpenseofthe
poorfishermen.

 Pg68.Thepriestbrainwashedthepoorfishermenbytellingthem toremaininthe
poortown nottogotogetbetterpricesfortheirpearls.Hewantedthem to
remainignorantandnottochangetheirstatus

“Itwasagainstreligion...thelossofapearlwasapunishmenttothosewholefttheir
stations”.“EachmanandwomanislikeasoldiersendbyGodtoguardsome
partofthecastleoftheuniverse.”Pg68



(iv)LackofEducation
EducationwastooexpensiveforKino’sracetoafford.

 Thecolonizersareeducated,haveanupperhand,thedoctormakesuseof
Kino’signoranceandlackofknowledge,topoisonCoyotito.Pg45-46,

 Kinosays,“Mysonwillgotoschool”
 Mysonwillreadandopenthebooks,andmysonwillwriteandwillknow

writing.Andmysonwillmakenumbers,andthosethingswillmakeusfree
becausehewillknow -hewillknow andthroughhim wewillknow.”

 Duetotheirignorance,theywereexploitedbythepearlbuyers,thedoctorandthe
priest.Througheducation,howeverthelittleIndians,willbefree.

ThesocietyinJohnSteinbeck’s,ThePearlismadeof
individualswhoarematerialisticandouttoenrich

themselvesatallcost.Writeacompositiontojustify
thisstatement.

Introduction
ThesocietyinThePearlisportrayedtobedrivenbyselfishness.Anumberof
charactersareouttodoeverythingsoastogainfrom thediscoveryofthepearl.
Thismakesthem materialisticasdiscussed. (Acceptanyother)(2mks)

- Kinodevelopsgreedandselfishnesswhenhegotthepearl.Hespentlonghard
hourssearchingtheoceanfloorforaplan.Hewantedtotakehissontothehospital
butlaterhebecamesomaterialistic.Whenpeopleaskhim whathewouldbuywhen
hebecamerich,hewouldquicklygivealonglistofitemshewantedofwhichwere
abouthimself.

- Thedoctorisanothercharacterwhoisgreedy.HevisitsKino’shousetotreat
CoyotitowhenhegetsnewsthatKinogotthepearl.Thenarratorsaysthedoctoris
treatingawomanwhosesicknessisoldageonlybuthedoesn’ttellthattruth
becauseheneedstomakemanyfrom thepoorsoul.Eventhebeggarsdescribethe
doctorasmoneyloving.

- ThepriestisinterestedinexploitingKino’swealthaseveryoneelse.Hehopeshecan
findawaytopersuadeKonotogivehim someofthemoney.Hewantsthem topay
fortheirChurchweddingandalsobaptiseCoyotito.
ThepearlbuyerstrytobuyKino’spearlforlesscost.Theyexploitthevillagersby
buyingpearlsataverylowprice.
Thetrackers,agroupofviolentandcorruptmenareexploitativeandmaterialistic.



Theyattempttostealthepearlfrom Kino.Theyevenfollowedthefamilytogetan
opportunitytostealfrom them.
Acceptany4pointsx3mkseach-12mks
Acceptanyrelevantconclusion -2mks
Language-4mks

Writeanessaytoshowthetruthofthesaying‘What
youseeisnotalwayswhatyouget’.Useillustrations

from JohnSteinbeck’s‘ThePearl’.

Introduction=2marks
-Expectacontextualizedintro
-Attimeslookscanbedeceiving/judgingthings/peopleatfacevalueiserroneous
-ClearlyshowninthePearlthatKinofinds.
-Hethinksitisgoodfortunebutbringseviltohisfamily.
Body:

1.ThePearlhasanoutwardappeal,thepromiseofrichesandcomfort;howeverit
bringsmiser
-LeadstodeathofCoyolito.
*(Candidatemustelaboratefully)

 
2.ThedoctorissupposedtotreatCoyolitoofthescorpionsting,Heinsteadcomesto

makehim moreill,
wantsapartofthePearl’sgoodfortune/Hespiesonwherethepearlisburiedand
sendsanintrudertostealit.

3.ThepearltraderspretendtheywantthebestpriceforKino.Theyhave,however,
conspiredandagreedontheprice.Theyevendismissthepearl/downplayitsworth.
-Kinoisfrustratedbytheirprice;heoptstogotosellinthecity.

4.Others-Thepriest-pretendshehascometoblessandcelebratethefindingofthe
pearl.Underneath,heisthinkingoftherepairsthatthechurchneed/etc.
-Thebeggars
-Theneighbors
*Any4points×3=12marks

Conclusion:-Expectasummaryofpoints.
-Candidatestoechothesisstatement.

(Upto2marks)
-Language- (4marks)

 



Thegreedexposedinvarioussectorsintoday’ssocietyis
thesameoneseeninthe‘ThePearl’byJohnSteinbeck.

Usingillustrationsfrom thetextshowthetruthofthis
statement.

Relevantintroduction2marks
Body12marks

i. Healthsector
- Doctorsarechargingexorbitantlythusonlyfocusontherichwhocanaffordgood

medicalcare.
- ThedoctorwantedtotreatCoyotitosoastogetpartofthepearlifnotallofit.
ii Churchsector
- Pastorsarehuntingforthosewithmoneyandarewillingtorenderservicestothem.
- Thepastorswantedtomarrythem andbaptizethechildinchurch.
iiibusinesssector
- Theyareallafterhittingthejackpot
- TheyareallwaitingforKinotosellthepearl.
iv familymembers.
- Kino’sbrotherandhiswifealsowantedtobenefitforthepearl.
v neighborhood
- Theyalsowanttheirshare.Kino’sneighborcouldaccompanyhim whenhewentto

sellthepearl
- Beggarswerealsohopeful

Conclusion2marks

‘Greatexpectationsmakefrustratedmen’.Using
illustrationsfrom thenovel,writeanessaysupportingthis

statement.

 Scorpion
WhenCoyotitoisstungbythescorpion,KinoandJuanarushhim tothedoctor.
AlthoughKinaisawarethatthedoctorwasnotofhispeople,andcouldkillthe
doctormoreeasilythattalktohim.(pg26)LaterwhenthedoctorlearnsKinohad
foundthepearloftheworld,hehasgreatexpectationsofbenefitingfrom thepearl.
HeevengoestotreatCoyotitoathome.

 Priest
WhenfatherheardthatKinohadfoundgreatfortune,agreatpearl,hegoestoKino’s
homeandtellshim thathehoped“theywillremembertogivethanks,myson,tohim
whohasgiventhem thistreasure….”Pg48.Expectationswerethatifthepearlwas
notbought,itcouldhavebeengiventothechurch.(pg42,63,68)

 Beggars
Whengrapevinereachesbeggarsaboutthepearloftheworld,theyhavegreat



expectationsfor“theyknewthattherearenoalmsgivenintheworldlikeapoorman
whoissuddenlylucky”pg42,Everymansuddenlybecamerelatedtokina’spearland
kina’spearlwentintothedreams,thespeculations,theschemes,theplans,the
future,thewishes,threheeds,thelusts,thehungers….” Pg43

 Thieves
AttemptsaremadebythievestomakeawaywifeKina’spearl.Thenightbeforehe
goestosellhispearl,athiefcomestostealitbutbothyKinoandthethiefarehurt.
(pg59-61)ThethievesalsopursueKinohisfamilyastheygotosellthepearl.
Beforeheleavesthehouse,heisattackedandsearched.WhenJuanaswenthe
throwthepearlaway,Kinoattackersher.Heisaswellattackedbyanassailantwhen
hekills.(pg86-89)
Heisfurtherpursuedtothemountainswherehekillshisassailantsandhisson
Coyotitoiskilled.(pg115-116)

 Kino’sfamily
Kinoandhisfamilyhavegreatexpectationsfrom thepearl.Inthepearlhesaw
JuanaandCoyotitoandhimselfstandingandkneelingatthehighalter….being
married,…howtheyweredressed.Juanainashawlstiffwithnewness…”Thento
comewithlittlethingsKinowanted……pg44-45.Heknewthepearlwouldsee
Coyotitojoinschool.

 Pearlbuyers
ThepearlbuyershadgreatexpectationsonKino’spearl.“Theygotoutpapersso
that……..theyputtheirpearlsinthedesksforitisnotgoodtoletaninferiorpearlbe
seenbesideabeauty”pg69Whentheynegotiate,‘thedealershandhadbecomea
personality.”pg71whenKinograbsthepearlfrom them,thedealers“knewthey
hadplayedtoohardtheyknewtheywouldbedisciplinedfortheirfailure…” pg75

 Conclusion Whenourexpectationsarehigh,soareourfrustrationswhen
theyarenotmet.
Mark3.3.3.3

“Asocietydrivenbygreedsuffersalot”.
Introduction2mks
Avaricecanturngoodhumanbeingsintonegativemindedpeoplewhowillgoto
anyextremestojustifytheiractions.Asocietyfullofsuchpeoplebecomessick
andevengetsdestroyed.
Gi Kino’sgreedforwealthafterhisdiscoveryofthepearlbringsouttheworst
partofhim
• Whenhediscoversthepearl,heretreatsintoamandrivenbythedesireto
guardhistreasureevenattheexpenseoflife
• Heevenkillstoprotecthispearl
• Coyotito’slifeislostasKinopursuesabetterlife
Gii Thedoctorisalsodrivenbygreedandthisbringsoutthenastyinnerman
heis.
• Heispaintedasoneoftheinheritorsofcolonialevils-greedtoppingthe
list
• HeISREPULSIVEOFKinoandhislikebutwhenhehearsabouthis



discoveryofthepearl,hemakesaquickturnjusttobenefit
Giii ThepriestmakesaquickvisittoKinowhenhehearsabouthisdiscovery
ofthepearl(pg47)
• Hespeakstohim softlyandflattershim
• Hismaininterestisthepearlandhebluntlytellshim hehopeshewill
“remembertogivethanks”(pg48)
Giv ThepearlbuyersallsalivateatmakingakillwhennewsofKino’snewly
foundtreasurereachesthem (pg63)
• TheyallstrategizetoexploitKinoevenbydismissingtheworkofthe
pearl.(pgs.70-72)
Conclusion(2mks)
Itismorefulfillingtobecontentandseekwealthusingjustifiablemeans.A
societydrivenbygreedsuffersalotsincetherewillbenoharmony.
Markfourwellillustratedpoints:3:3:3:3=12. Languageability-upto4mks

Failuretopositivelyrespondtowisecounseloftenleadsto
sufferingandfrustrations.

INTRODUCTION
Sometimesinourliveswearegivenadvicebyourfriendswhichweattimestake
forgranted.Suchactionmayleadtosufferingandregrets.
(Acceptanyotherrelevantintroduction)
FiJuana
Juanaadvisesherhusbandtothrowawaythepearlbecauseaccordingtoherit
wasevilanditwoulddestroythem.Shesuggestedthattheybreakitbetween
stones,burryitandforgettheplaceoreventhrowitbackintothesea.Kinocould
nothearofit,andclaimedthatitwastheironlychance.Heendeduplosingthe
pearlwhichheintendedtokeep.
FiiJuanaTomas
JuanaTomascautionedhisbrother,tobecarefulonthemannerinwhichhe
handlesthepearl.HesuggeststhatKinolooksforawayofsellingthepearl
locally,otherthanusinganagentlikeithadbeendonebyothersellerswho
endeduplosing.Healsodiscourageshim from goingtothecapitaltosellthe
pearl.Kinodoesnotfollowtheadvice.Herefusedtosellthepearl.Itlater
broughthim problemsandheendedupthrowingitaway.
FiiiTheMerchants
ThedealersadvisedKinototakeonethousandfivehundredpesosforthepearl,
whichKinothoughtwastoolittle.Accordingtoneighboursathousandpesos
wasnottobethrownaway,thekindofmoneyhehadneverhandledbefore,and
theythoughthewasapig-headedfoolfornotacceptingtheoffer.Kinodoesnot
taketheadviceandendsuplosingthesonintheprocess.
Fiv Kino
Juanahadbeenadvisedbyherhusband,tostayinthecaveandensurethatthe
babydoesnotcry.Shehowevermovedtotheentranceofthecaveandexposed



thebaby.WhenCoyotitocried,thetrackersthoughtitwasaCoyoteandshotthe
baby.Failuretofollowherhusband’sadviceledtothelossoftheirson.
(Anyothervalidpoint)
CONCLUSION
Inconclusion,itwouldbewisetofollowadvicegivenbysincerepeopletoavoid
regrettinglater.
Mark 3:3:3:3
Introduction 2mks
Conclusion 2mks
Grammar 4mks

Kinomeantwellashepursuedvalueforhispearl.Explain
thetruthofthisstatementbydrawingyourillustrations

from thePearl

i. KinoplannedtomarryJuanainthechurch“nowthattheycouldpay…”pg44
ii. Heintendedtousetheproceedsfrom thepearltotakecoyotitotoschool.

“Inthepearlhesawcoyotitosittingatalittledeskinschool…pg45
iii. KinosawliberationofhisfamilyandsocietythroughCoyotitoeducation.Oncehe

hadsoldthepearlandhadmoneytopayforcoyotito’seducation.
“Andmysonwillmakenumbers,andthesethingswillmakeusfreebecausehewill
know…”pg46

iv. WhenKinoisattackedapparentlybypeoplesendbythedoctorhiswifeJuana
pleadswithhim tothrowawaythepearlasitwas“evil”Kinocountersthat“Thisis
ouronlychance”(pg59-60).Itsbythepowerofthepearl,sayskino,thatCoyotito
will“breakoutofthepotthatholdsusin”(pg60).

v. Kino’sfamilyisattackedthesecondtimethistimebythesuspectedpearlbuyers.
Kinosustainsabigcutinhischeek.Hehadearlierrefusedtosellhispeartothe
greedypearlbuyerswhoappeareddeterminedtobuyitatpricefarlowerthanits
value.OnceagainJuanapleadswithKinotocrashthepearlasitwasevilbutKino
willhavenonofthissayings…Iwillfightthisthing,Iwillwinoverit.Wewillhaveour
chance(pg80)KinogoesontotellJuanathattheywilltakethepearltothecityand
lookforabuyerthere.

vi. JuanaattemptstothrowawaythepearlatnightwhileKinoissleepingbecauseshe
feltitisevil.KinomanagetosavethepearlbeforeJuanathrowitintothesea.When
heisattackedonhiswayback,hekillshisassailantandhenowknewthathewill
facethewrathofthelaw.Hecantescapeashiscanoeisdestroyedandhishouse
burnt.Thisanforcesbeyondhim andhemusttrytoescape.Hefellshisbrother
Tomas“Thispearlhasbecomemysoul…ifIgiveitup.Ishalllosemysoul….”Pg92.
Withthecalamitythathasbefallenhim.Onlythepearlcansavehim.
Mark3:3:3:3=12
Conclusion
Kinohadwantedthebestforhisfamilyandsocietyandthoughtthatpearlwasthe



ultimatsolution.Unfortunatelythisneverwas.
(Anyothervalidconclusion=2mks)
Mark3:3:3

“Thesocietyhaslostitsmoralvalues.”Using‘ThePearl’by
JohnSteinbeckforyourillustrations,showthetruthofthe

abovestatement.

Introduction(2mks)
Shouldbegeneralorcontextualized
Candidatetoshowunderstandingofthequestion
Discouragedefinitions/paraphrasingthequestion.

Body(12marks)
Greed
WhenKinogetsthepearl,peoplearegreedytoeitherhavethepearlorthemoneywhen
thepearlissold.Whenthepriestlearnsaboutthepearl,hethinksaboutcertainrepairs
inthechurch.Healsowondershowmuchthepearlisworth.LaterheremindsKinoto
givethankstoonewhohasgivenhim thetreasure.Allthistranslatestohim gettingpart
ofthemoneywhenthepearlissold.Thedoctorisalsogreedy.Whenhelearnsabout
thepearl,hesays.“Iam treatinghischildforascorpionsting”yetherefusedtotreat
him earlierbecausehehasnomoney.IntheeveninghevisitsKinototeatKoyotitowho
isalreadyOkey.thisispromptedbythemoneyKinoissupposedtogetoncehesells
thepearl.

Materialism
Theactionsofsomecharactersisbasedonacquisitionofmaterialpossession.Kino
guardsthepearlwithalltheenergyincludingkillingseveralpeoplewhoattempttosteal
itfrom him.Atonepoint,heslapsandkickshiswifewhoattemptstothrowthepearls
away.Thepearlbuyersarematerialistic.TheyoffertheleastamounttoKinoto
maximizeontheprofittheywillmakeoncetheysellthepearl.Thedoctorisreadyto
treatKoyotitoafterKinogetsthepearlssincethereishopeofgettingmoney.

Hypocrisy
Thepearlbuyersarehypocritical.Theypretendtheyarenotinterestedinbuyingthe
pearl,yettheyareitchingtogetthesame.Nowonderthereareseveralattemptsto
stealthepearlfrom Kino.Thedoctorisalsohypocritical.WhenkinoandJuanatake
Koyotitofortreatmentathishouse,hesendstheservantinformingthem heisnotin
becausetheydidnothavemoney.Whenhelearnsaboutthepearl,hevisitskinoand
offerstotreatkoyotitoandwaitformoney.Thereasonwhyheisreadytotreathim is
becausethereishopeformoneyoncethepearlissold.

Exploitation
Thedoctorismoreinterestedinmoneythanthelivesofthepoorvillagers.Theold



womanwhosesicknessisoldagebutthedoctordoesnottellherbecausehewantsher
money.Thepriestalsoexploitshiscongregationwhenhelearnsaboutthepearl,he
thinksaboutwhetherhehadmarriedthem inchurchandrepairsthechurchneeds.
Thepearlbuyersexploitthevillagersbybuyingtheirpearlsatalowerpricethanthe
actual.Theyalsointend/conspiretocheatKinooffhispearl.

Conclusion(2mks)
InconclusionthisclearthatthebehaviourbytheCharactersportraysasocietythathas
morallydecayed.Greedhaspushedpeopletoviewpossessionsasmoreimportantthan
humanlife.

NB:Theessayshouldbewrittenincontinuousprose.

“Fortunecansometimesbetragic“validatethisstatement
inreferencetoJohnSteinbeck’s“ThePearl.”

Kinokillsafellowvillagewhocomestostealhispearlthusheisbanished.
Kinospropertyandhomesteadisburnedtoashesbecauseofkilling fellow

villagers.
Kino’sson,Coyotitoiskilledbythetrackerswhoaresenttoarresthim whenthe

latterdiscoveriestheformers hideout.
Kinoandhisfamilyliveinfearofattackbecauseofthepreciouspearlintheirmidst.
Kinogetsinjuredashefendsoffattacksfrom robbersafterhispearl.
RelationshipbetweenKinoandhiswifeJuanabreakdownbecauseofthepearl.

Juanatriestothrowawaythe greatpearlbecauseofitsbringingmiserythe
family.

Thefamilylosesthepeaceofmindandalsoclosefamilyties.Withrelatives
becauseKinoissuspiciousthat neighborsandrelativeswanttostealhispearl.

Kino’sfortunealsoattractsdishonestfriends/acquaintancelikethedoctorwho
refusedtotreatKino’sson becauseoflackofmoney.however,on
hearingofKino’sfortunehesuddenlyappearsandwantstotreat
coyotitoofthescorpion’ssting.Therearealsothepearlsellerswhowanttoexploits
Kinobyundervaluinghis greatpearl.

(Anypoints3:3;3:3)
Introduction2mrks.
Content12mrks
Conclusion2mrks
Linguisticsmark4mrks



‘Ourlivesarecontrolledbydestiny.’Usingillustrationsfrom
‘ThePearl’byJohnSteinbeck,writeanessaytosupport

thisstatement. (20mks)

Introduction(2mks)
Forcebeyondone’scontrolshapeourdestiny.Whatanumberofcharactersgo
throughinthePearlispre-determined.
Acceptanyotherrelevantintroduction.
Body12mks)

- ThedeathofbabyCoyotitoispre-determined.Howevermuchthefamilytriesto
protectandsavehim,hefinallypassesonwhentheyareattackedbytheAttackers.

- KinoreturnsthePearltothesea.Thisisafterheunsuccessfullytriestosellit.The
pearlbuyerscolludetodenyhim theopportunitytosellitbysettingverylowpricefor
it.

- FailurebyKinotogetthePearlBuyerorthebestpriceisbeyondhiscontrol.Thisis
whatmakeshim tofinallyafterrealizingthatitisthepearlthatisturninghim intoan
animalandatargetofthievesthathethrowsitbacktothesea.

 - Thestingingofthebaby.ThescorpionstingsthebabyirrespectiveofKino;sattempt
tokillit.ThisisforeshadowedbythemusicofEvilinKino’smindandthemusicof
theenemyPg21.

  Conclusion(2mks)
Anyvalidconclusionsummarizingthepoints.
Grammar4mks
Markany4welldevelopedpoints

3:3:3:3
Introduction 2mks
Conclusion 2mks
Grammar4mks

TheSongoftheFamilyisembodiesthemaincharacter
Kino’slifeinmanysignificantways.Justifythisstatement

withillustrationsfrom ThePearlbyJohnSteinbeck.

Introduction
TheSongoftheFamilymeanseverythingtoKino.Hisfamilyarehiswholeworld,his
wholelife.Thisismadequiteclearintheveryfirstchapter,whenintheearly
morningherelaxeswatchingJuanitatendingtheirbabyCoyotitoandsingingasong
whichformspartoftheSongoftheFamily.TheSongoftheFamilychangesasthe
familysituationdevelops.Tobeginwith,asseeninthequoteabove,itisgentle,
lilting,soothing.However,bytheendofthestorywhenthefamilyhavelost
everythingandhavebeendrivenfrom theirhome,itbecomeswildanddesperate,



'fierceandsharpandfelineasthesnarlofafemalepuma'(chapter6).This
descriptionconjuresupaneffectiveimageofthefamilyasacorneredanimal
fightingforitsverysurvival.
Content

1.KinoviewstheSongoftheFamilyasastrengthandaninspiration.Atthisstage,the
familyarecontentandhappyintheirsmallhome,happyjusttobetogether,andso
thesongatthispointrepresentssecurityandcomfort.Essentially,theSongofthe
Familyincorporatesgenerationsofmemoriesinheritedfrom Kino'sforebears.To
Kino,theSongoftheFamilyrepresentssafety,wholeness,andwarmth.Itisthevery
essenceoflifetohim.

2.TheSongoftheFamilyalsowarnsagainstthe"savage"and"dangerousmelody"of
theSongofEvil;itcriesinsorrowfulwarningbeforethescorpionbitesCoyotito,and
itissungwhilethebabyfightstheeffectsofthescorpion'spoison.Thisisjust
beforethescorpionstingsCoyotito,introducinganoteofevilanddiscordintoKino's
smallworld,threateningeverythingthathelivesforandsettingintomotionachain
ofeventsthatultimatelyresultsincatastropheforthefamilyandCoyotito'sdeath. 

3.Morethananything,theSongoftheFamilyisasongofhopetoKino.Ashefillshis
basketwithoysters,heimaginesthattheSongofthePearlThatMightBeis
embeddedasa"sweetandsecretandclinging"counter-melodywithintheSongof
theFamily.Immediatelyafterhefindsthepricelesspearl,theSongoftheFamily
playsinKino'sear.Itremindshim thatagreatfutureisinhisgrasp,buthemustbe
carefultoavoidthewrathofthegodsagainstamanwhochoosestobesuccessful
throughhisownefforts.

4.InChapterSix,asKinocreepsuptothetrackers,theSongoftheFamilyisas"fierce
andsharpandfelineasthesnarlof afemalepuma."Ithasbecomeawar-songof
sorts,propellingKinotowardsadesperatebattleforthelifeofhisbesiegedfamily.
Then,afterCoyotito'sterribledeath,theSongoftheFamilyleadsanothercallto
battleforKino.Thistime,itsunrelentingrhythm guideshim totheedgeofthewater,
wherehewillthrowthepearlbackintothesea.

Conclusion
So,inthestory,theSongoftheFamilyrepresentsmanythingstoKino.Itis
simultaneouslyasongofhope,peace,warmth,andwholenesstohim.Itcanlikewise
serveasasongofwarningaswellasasongofgentlewisdom.Essentially,asthe
texttellsus,thesongincorporatesthecompletehumanexperience,anditembodies
allthehopesandfearsofthosewholivebyit.

Any4wellillustratedpoints
3:3:3:3=12mks
Introduction2
Conclusion2
Grammarandpresentation4 Total20marks



“Toomuchambitionleadsnowhere.”Withillustrationsfrom
thenovel‘ThePearl’writeanessaytovalidatethis

statement.

“Toomuchambitionleadsnowhere.”
Sampleanswer.
Sampleintroduction.
Inoursocietytodaymanypoliticianshavelostafortunebecauseofambitionsto
attainpoliticalseats.Theyendupusingeverythingandwhentheyfailtoattainthe
desiredpositiontheybringaboutalotofsadnesstothemselvesandtothoseclose
tothem.similarly,asillustratedin‘ThePearl’Kinoistooambitiousafterdiscovering
themagnificentpearlbutitonlybringssadnessasillustratedbelow.
Body.

1.Toomuchambitionblindssomeone.KinoandJuanawerehappyandexcitedafter
discoveringthegreatpearlandtheythoughteveryonesharetheirjoy.P43.(expect
candidatestoexpoundonthispoint)

2.Toomuchambitionmakessomeonetobeunrealistic.Intheincandescenceofthe
pearlthefictionsformedofthingsKino’smindhadconsideredinthepastandgiven
upasimpossible.P44Kinounrealisticallythoughtthatthepearlwouldsolveallthe
problemsinhislife.

3.Toomuchambitionmakessomeonetobeunreasonable.“AndifKino’splanning
cametonothing,thosesameneighbourswouldsay,…youseewhathavebecomeof
him.AndImyselfsothemomenthisreasonlefthim.P.46-47

4.Toomuchambitionmakessomeonetobeinhuman.Kinokilledthreemenandeven
quarreledwiththewifeintheprocessofprotectingthegreatpear.(expect
candidatestoexpoundonthesepoints)
Conclusion.

From theaboveillustrationsitisclearthattoomuchambitionleads
nowhere.

“Kino’sfamilyfacesmanymisfortunesasaresultofthe
pearl.”Usingexamplesdrawnfrom JohnSteinbeck’snovel

ThePearl,writeanessayinsupportofthisstatement.

(Acceptaplausibleintroduction)
 ThedoctorgivescoyotitothewrongmedicineinordertomanipulateKino

 Kinoisinjuredwhenthugstrytostealthepearl

 Hedidn’tgettheopportunitytosellthepearl.

 Hishouseisburntdown

 Hiscanoeisdestroyed



 CoyotitoisshotdeadbypeoplewhoarepursuingKinoinordertogetthepearl

(Lookforanappropriateconclusion)

2:3:3:3:3:2:4

Greedisdehumanizing.UsingthePearlforillustrations
supportthetruthofthestatement.

Greedisdehumanizing
1)Greedfrom thePriest

Thepriestisgreedy.WhenhereceivesthenewsaboutKino’sPearlhethinksofhow
hestandstobenefit.HerememberstherepairsthatarenecessaryinChurchand
wonderswhetherhehadbaptizedKino’sChildknowingverywellthatKinoispoor.
HewonderswhetherhehasmarriedthecoupleinChurch.LaterhetellsKinothathe
shouldgivethankstohim whohadgivenhim thepearl.

2)TheDoctor
Herefusestotreatachildknowingtheeffectsofascorpionstingjustbecauseof
hisgreedformoney.Heisin-human,hedeliberatelymakesCoyotitosicksothathe
canhaveashareofthepearlsproceed.Heasks,“Hasheanymoney…..No,they
neverhavemoneypg.28.Pg56whendoyouthinkyoucanpaythisbill?The
beggarsareawareofhisevilnature“Theyknewhisignorance,hiscruelty,his
avarice………hisclumsyabortions……hiscorpsesgotoChurchpg.25.

3)ThePearlBuyers
TheyhavealreadydiscussedanddecidedwhatpricetheywouldgiveKinolong
beforeheappears.
Pg64...andthemenwhosatintheirofficesandwaitedforKinoknewwhatprice
theywouldoffer…………..
Eventhoughtheknowthepearldeservesabetterpricetheygiveitthelowestprice.
WhenKinoenteroneofthepearlbuyer’sofficehiseyesbecomessteadycrueland
unwinkingasahawk’seyes.
Eachonethoughthowthepatronwouldnotliveforeverandsomeonehadtotake
hisplace.

4)GreedmakeseveryoneinterestedinKino’spearl.
Kinoisattacked3times.Heisleftwithbruisedforeheadbloodoozesfrom hisscalp
andthereisalongdeepcutinhischeek.Hekillsoneofthegreedyattackers.
Coyotitoishitbyastraybulletandhedies.
Conclusion-tieuptheargumentintheessay.
Allessays
MarkIntroduction(2/2)
Body3:3:3:3(12/12)
Language4/4
Distributionoflanguagemark



BODYMARKS LANGUAGE CONCLUSION
10,11,12 2/2 2/2
7,8,9 ¾ 2/2
6 2/4 2/2
5 2/4 ½
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JohnSteinbeckhasextensivelyusedsymbolism inhisnovel
“Thepearl’.Discuss.

- Atfirstthepearlrepresentsastrokeofdivineprovidence.Kino’speoplehavea
prophecyabout“pearlthatmightbe”aperfectpearlthatexistsasaperfect
possibility.

- Itisasymbolofgreedforwhoeverbeholdsit.Kinoceasestoviewthepearlwith
optimisticdelightandinsteadfocusesonitssalewithdeterminedambition.

- ItalsobringstheoutsideworldsdestructioninfluenceintoKino’ssimplelife.
- ItreflectsthechangesthatKinoundergoes.Atfirstitisasimpleandbeautifulobject

ofnaturebutbecomesdangerousanddestructive.
1.Thescorpion
- Itsymbolizesaseeminglyarbitraryevilthat,becauseithasnothingtodowith

humanagency,itmustcomefrom thegods.
- Itsymbolisesdestructionofinnocence.Coyotitoistouchedbyevilwhenstungand

Kino’sinnocenceisdestroyedbyhisambitionandgreedinthedestructionofthe
natives’traditional,naturalwayoflifebycolonialists.

2.Kino’sCanoe
- Itisameansofmakingalivingbothpearlsandfoodthathasbeenpasseddown

from generationtogeneration.
- Itrepresentskino'slinktoculturaltradition.Heusesthecanoetofindthepearl

whichisprovidedbyadivinepowerthathasnothingtodowithhumanagency.
- Itisalsosignificantthatkino'spossessionofthepearlleadsdirectlytothecanoes

destructionaneventthatsymbolizeskino'sdevastatingdecisiontobreakwithhis
culturalheritagebecausehewishestopursuematerialgain.
NBawardtwopointsforThePearlandtheothertwoone,one.

Conclusion

- Acceptanyrelevantconclusion.
Distributionofmarks
Introduction:2marks
Body:12marks
Conclusion:2marks
Language:4marks



Wealthandmoneycannotaffordhappiness

Toomuchwealthsatisfiesindividual’sheartdesiresbutattimescanbringworstoutof

him orher.ThepearlisanovelwrittenbyJohnSteinbeckandexaminesaman’sown

destructionthroughgreed.Inthisnovel,hopeandevilconsumeKinoandtheentirecity

ofLaPazimmediatelyinformationgoesaroundthatKinofoundthepearloftheworld.

Greed,culture,anger,happiness,luck,death,mysteryandevilareallmajoraspectsin

thisbook.

ThestoryunfoldswhenJuanaandKino’sbaby,Coyotito,isstungbyascorpion.The

doctorrefusestotreatCoyotitoasheknewthatCoyotito’sparentswerepoorandcould

notaffordtopayfortheirson’streatment.Kinodiscoversthathehastogetsomething

valuabletopayforhisson’streatment.Whileoystering,hegetsahugepearl.Hearingof

thegreatfindbyKino,thedoctordecidestotreatCoyotitowithhopesofgettingthe

pearl.However,Kinobecomesavariciousanddecidestosellthepearl.

Conversely,Juanabelievesthatthegreatpearlfoundbyherhusbandisevilanddecides

todetachherselfform it.Kinodecidestovendthepearlforfiftythousandpesos;

nonetheless,thehighestbidwasonlyfifteenhundredpesos.Hemakeshiswaytothe

citytogetahigheroffer.Unfortunately,thepearlonlybringstohim unhappiness.Onhis

waytocity,Kinoisattackedbyevilmenwhoattempttotakeawaythepearl.Being

unsuccessful,theevilmendestroyKino’scanoeandaswellasthehouse.

Regrettably,Kinobeginstounderstandthatmoneycannotaffordhappiness,butitwas

toolate.Hedecidestohidehiskin.Whilehidinghisfamily,Kinorealizesthatheisbeing

followedbytheevilmen,andmurderoneoftheevilmen.Whilstattemptingtokillthe

remainingevilmenaroundtheirhidingplace,Coyotito,Kino’ssonwasshotbythe

attackersanddeadinstantly.Kinoandhiswifegoeshomewithouttheirsonand

decidestothrowthepearlbacktothesea.

Insummary,thenovelattemptstoelucidatethatwealthandmoneycannotafford

happiness.Kinogetsthepearlandbelievestohaveallreasonsliveahappylife,buthe

endsuplivingamiserablelife.Therefore,peopleshouldalwaysbecontentedwithwhat

haveandappreciatetheimportanceofeverythingintheirlives.



“Wealthcanattimesbecomeacurseinsteadofbeingablessing

tothepeople’

Introduction

Humanbeingsdesiretobewealthytheyalwaysthinkthathappinessandwealthare

directlyrelated.ThisisnottrueaccordingthePearlbyJOHNSTEINBECKasthepearl

thoughttobringhappinessbringsnothingbuttrouble

Body

Thepearlbuyersblackmail.AstheKinosmarchtowardsthetown,thevillagersjoin

them butonlyonemanwalksclosetoKino,hisbrother,JuanTomas.Thisisdonedue

toseriousnessoftheoccasion.KinoandTomasareworriedaboutthepossibilityofthe

pearldealercheatingthem ofthetruevalueofthepearl.Butitappearsthereisnoother

waytheycangoaroundit.Thepearlsdealershavecolludedtogetkonospearlata

lowerprice.Thefirstbuyerquotesathousandpesos.Thesecondbuyeraskstobe

excludedinthediscussionbecausethepearlismonstrosity.Thethirdonesaysthe

pearlwillsoonlossitscolorandthefourthoffersapaltryfivehundredpesos.Indisgust,

Kinosnatcheshispearlfrom thefourthbuyer’shand

Afterkinosucceedstogetthepearlfrom hiswifewhowantstothrowitintothesea,he

isattackedbythedarkonesandransacked.Hisattackersaresearchingforthepearl

whichhehasjustsavedfrom hiswife.Heassaultshiswifeandkillsaman.Hisviolence

reachesbeastlyproportion…..”Hewasananimalnow,forattackingandhelivedonlyto

preservehimselfandhisfamily”….pg87

Thetrackerspersuit.Kinowakesupwithastartandinvestigatestheirsurroundingonly

todiscovertrackerspursuingthem.Oneisonhishorseback.Hechoosestotakehis

familyupthemountain;thedesperateattempttocoverasmuchdistanceaspossible

beforethetrackersmaketheobvioushidingplace.Themusicofevilinhisears

becomesmoreominous.Thepearlthathasbeendeclaredworthlessbythedealersis

indeedpricelessandoneofitsownkindintheworldhencethegreedyandmalicious



intenttograbit.

Doctorsinterestsonthepearl.Kinopromisestopaythemedicalbillaftersellinghis

pearl.Thedoctorfeigningignoranceasksifhetrulyhasapearlinhissafety.Kinowill

notpartwithhispearl.Alreadysensingthatkinohashiddenthepearlsomewhereinside

theearthenfloor;thedoorlooksatkinoseyesintenselyduringconversion.

Coyotito’sdeath.Thetrackerscampbythepoolandsleepinturns.Onekeepingsentry

asothersrest.Kinodecidestoattackhisenemiesinsteadofallowingthem tofindhim

andhisfamilyatdawnHeplanstoattackthem underthecoverofdarknessbeforethe

brightmoonshowsupunfortunatelyCoyotitouttersalittlecrywhichalertsthetrackers

andoneofthem firesintothecavewithariflehittingthebabyandkillingit.Kinokills

thethreetrackersinbriefbutdramaticmomentsofsheermadness.

CONCLUSION

Kinosfamilyfindsthepearlbeingacurseinsteadofbeingacurseinsteadofbeinga

blessingastheythoughtaboutitearlierbuttheoppositehappens.Itbringssorrowand

suffering.Itistruewealthcanbeacurseinsteadofbeingablessing.

Thecontemporarysocietyweliveinishighlyopportunistic.

Introduction

Peopleliketakingadvantageofsituationsthatariseinanattempttobenefitthemselves.

Thesocialstratathatexistarethereforeovertakenbysucharisingsituations.This

isalsobroughtoutinthenovelThepearlbyJohnSteinbeck.

Body

Thedoctorisbroughtoutasopportunistic.



BeforeKinogetsthepearlhe–thedoctordoesnotwanttoassociatewithhim.He

believeshebelongstohighersocialstrata.However,whenKinofindsthePearlhesees

theopportunitytomakehimselfrich.Hetriestoseizehispearlbysendingthievesto

stealhispearl.HepoisonsCoyotitowiththeintentionofextortingmoneyfrom Kino-to

useCoyotito’ssicknessasanopportunitytoenrichhimself.

Thepriestisopportunistic.

Heseesachancetomakemoneyfrom Kinowhenhehearsthathehasfoundthepearl.

Hevisitshishouseforthefirsttime;hetellshim toformalizetheirweddingandasks

him tothankGodfortheblessingbygivingbacktothechurch.Throughthishewillget

achancetogetpartofthepearl.

Thepearlbuyersarebroughtoutasopportunistic.

Thepearlbuyersbehaveasiftheyaredealinginanhonestbusinessofbuyingpearls

from pearlsellers.However,itisclearthatthisisasyndicateunderonepersonwho

defraudpearlsellersoftheirpearls.

TheyhadagreedonalowpricebeforehandtobuyKino’spearlatathrowawayprice.

Theythensellexorbitantlyorexpensively.

Thetrackersareopportunistic.

Theyusetheopportunityofbeinggoodtrackerstofollow Kinowiththeintentionof

stealingorgrabbinghispearl.TheyareinliaisonwiththepearlbuyertograbKino’s

pearlandfinallytheyareunsuccessful.

Conclusion

Theaboveillustrationsstateoutthatnomancanlivebeyondthedictatesofnature.



“Colonialism isdehumanizing”

 Racialdiscrimination
 Thecolonialistsare:Thedoctor,thepriest,pearlbuyers

Thosedehumanized
 ThetitleIndians-Kino,theresidentsLAPazbrushhouses,thebeggars,fisher

man
(i)RacialDiscrimination
 Thedoctor,rearbuyersandthepriestbelongtothesameare
 HecannotgotothebushhousestotreatCoyotito
 Thedoctorlivesinluxury.Surroundedbyhighperimeterwall,yellowplastered

buildinghuggingthebeach.Heeatswell,chocolatesandsweetcakePg54
 ThelittleIndianslineinbushhouses
 ThedoctorcallstheIndiansanimalsbysayingthatheisnotaveterinaryto

treatthem Pg23
 Thepriest-didnotbotherbaptizingCoyotito
 HehadnotmarriedKinoanJuanabeforetheyhadthePearl-Pg51
 Thepearlbuyers-Pg42.Theyreachedthelowestpricethefishermancouldnot

stand.Theyextortedthem andmadethem perenniallypoor.
 Forallthedoctor’sracespoketoallKino’sraceasthoughtheyweresimple

animals.Pg26
 Kino’sracefeltweak,angryandafraidallatthesametime.
 Pg26.Thedoctordidnotbelongtothepeople.Hewasofadifferentrace,that

fornearly400yearshadbeatenstarved,robbedanddespisedKino’sracethat
theycamehumblingtothedoctor.

 Exploitationofthefishermen
 Thepearlbuyer’spg64.Thehappiestpearlbuyerwastheonewhoboughtat

thelowestprice
(ii)Poverty
 Thereisasharpcontrast/differencebetweenthedwellingsofthelittleIndians

andtheEuropeans
 Theyliveinbushhouses(inabjectpoverty),havelittletoeat,nolightning.This

sharplycontraststothedoctorwholivesintheplasteredhouses,inagated
areaeatslavishly.Kinoandfamilyeatcorncakeandpulqueforbreakfast

 Thedoctorlivedinstonehouseswithinnercoolgardens.Therewerecagedbirds
andwaterfountains.Hehadgoodbaconforbreakfast,livedinopulence,
importedfurniture,healsoatesweetbiscuitsandmorechocolateforbreakfast.
Hecouldaffordamistress

 Kino’speoplemadealittlelivingfrom pearlharvestingwithnoproperdiving
equipments.HeusesastoneandropesandaninheritedcanoePg35.Whenthey
soldthepearls,they earnedtoolittletosupportthemselvesKinocouldn’tafford
Coyotito’streatment.Heoffereduglymisshapenseedpearlsflattenedandalmost
valueless.Pg28

 Pg776.Theywerecheatedfrom birthtotheoverchargeoftheircoffins
 Pf44.Inthepearl,Kinosaw himselfandJuanakneelingatthehighalterand



theycouldpay.
 Theyweredressedwell–wewillhavenew clothes
(iii)Exploitation
 Thepearlbuyerswishtobuyatthelowestprice.Thepearlbuyeroffered1000pesos

butheknewthevalueofKino’spearl.Heoffered1500pesoswhenherealized
Kinowouldnotsellit

 Therewasonlyonepearlbuyerwhokeepagentsinseparateofficestogivea
semblanceofcompletionPg42

 Theywaitedintheirchairsuntilthepearlscamein,andcackled,fought,shouted
andthreateneduntiltheyreachedthelowestpriceafishermencouldstandPg
42

 AfishermanhadgivenhispearlstotheChurchindespairPg42
 Pg34thekingofspinhadhelpedtopatforthewarandhas decoratedthe

churchesforhis soulsake.Bytheuseofmoneyfrom thesaleofthepearls,
thiskinghadrisentobeagreatpowerinEurope.Thishappenedattheexpense
ofthepoorfishermen.

 Pg68.Thepriestbrainwashedthepoorbytellingthem toremaininthepoortown
nottogotogetbetterpricesfortheirpearls.Hewantedthem toremain
ignorantandnottochangetheirstatus
“Itwasagainstreligion...thelossofapearlwasapunishmenttothosewholeft
theirstations”.“EachmanandwomanislikeasoldiersendbyGodtoguard
somepartofthecastleoftheuniverse.”Pg68

(iv)LackofEducation
 Thecolonizeshaveeducation,haveanupperhand,thedoctormakesuseofthe

Kino’signorance,lackofknowledgetopoisonCoyotito.
 Pg45-46
 Kinosays,“Mysonwillgotoschool”
 Mysonwillreadandopenthebooks,andmysonwillwriteandwillknow

writing.Andmysonwillmakenumbers,andthosethingswillmakeusfree
becausehewillknow -hewillknow andthroughhim wewillknow.”

 Theirignorancewasexploitedbythepearlbuyers,thedoctorandthepriest.Through
education,howeverthelittleIndians,willbefree.

Thesocietydepictedisfullofmaterialism andselfishness.

 Introduction

 ThesocietyinThePearlisportrayedtobedrivenbyselfishness.Anumberof

charactersareouttodoeverythingsoastogainfrom thediscoveryofthepearl.

Thismakesthem materialisticasdiscussed. (Acceptanyother)(2mks)



-Kinodevelopsgreedandselfishnesswhenhegotthepearl.Hespentlonghard

hourssearchingtheoceanfloorforaplan.Hewantedtotakehissontothe

hospitalbutlaterhebecamesomaterialistic.Whenpeopleaskhim whathe

wouldbuywhenhebecamerich,hewouldquicklygivealonglistofitemshe

wantedofwhichwereabouthimself.

-Thedoctorisanothercharacterwhoisgreedy.HevisitsKino’shousetotreat

CoyotitowhenhegetsnewsthatKinogotthepearl. Thenarratorsaysthe

doctoristreatingawomanwhosesicknessisoldageonlybuthedoesn’ttell

thattruthbecauseheneedstomakemanyfrom thepoorsoul. Eventhe

beggarsdescribethedoctorasmoneyloving.

-ThepriestisinterestedinexploitingKino’swealthaseveryoneelse.Hehopeshe

canfindawaytopersuadeKonotogivehim someofthemoney.Hewants

them topayfortheirChurchweddingandalsobaptiseCoyotito.

 ThepearlbuyerstrytobuyKino’spearlforlesscost.Theyexploitthevillagers

bybuyingpearlsataverylowprice.

 The trackers,a group ofviolentand corruptmen are exploitative and

materialistic.Theyattempttostealthepearlfrom Kino.Theyevenfollowedthe

familytogetanopportunitytostealfrom them.

 Acceptany4pointsx3mkseach-12mks

 Acceptanyrelevantconclusion -2mks

 Language-4mks

‘Whatyouseeisnotalwayswhatyouget’
 Introduction=2marks
 -Expectacontextualizedintro
 -Attimeslookscanbedeceiving/judgingthings/peopleatfacevalueis

erroneous
 -ClearlyshowninthePearlthatKinofinds.
 -Hethinksitisgoodfortunebutbringseviltohisfamily.
 Body:
 1. ThePearlhasanoutwardappeal,thepromiseofrichesandcomfort;

howeveritbringsmiser
 -LeadstodeathofCoyolito.
 *(Candidatemustelaboratefully)



  
 2. ThedoctorissupposedtotreatCoyolitoofthescorpionsting,Heinstead

comestomakehim moreill,
 wantsapartofthePearl’sgoodfortune/Hespiesonwherethepearlis

buriedandsendsanintrudertostealit.
 3. ThepearltraderspretendtheywantthebestpriceforKino.Theyhave,

however,conspiredandagreedontheprice.Theyevendismissthepearl/
downplayitsworth.

 -Kinoisfrustratedbytheirprice;heoptstogotosellinthecity.
 4. Others-Thepriest-pretendshehascometoblessandcelebratethe

findingofthepearl.Underneath,heisthinkingoftherepairsthatthechurch
need/etc.

 -Thebeggars
 -Theneighbors

Thegreedexposedinvarioussectorsintoday’ssocietyisthe
sameoneseeninthe‘ThePearl’

Relevantintroduction2marks
Body12marks

ii. Healthsector
- Doctorsarechargingexorbitantlythusonlyfocusontherichwhocanaffordgood

medicalcare.
- ThedoctorwantedtotreatCoyotitosoastogetpartofthepearlifnotallofit.
ii Churchsector
- Pastorsarehuntingforthosewithmoneyandarewillingtorenderservicestothem.
- Thepastorswantedtomarrythem andbaptizethechildinchurch.
iiibusinesssector
- Theyareallafterhittingthejackpot
- TheyareallwaitingforKinotosellthepearl.
iv familymembers.
- Kino’sbrotherandhiswifealsowantedtobenefitforthepearl.
v neighborhood
- Theyalsowanttheirshare.Kino’sneighborcouldaccompanyhim whenhewentto

sellthepearl
- Beggarswerealsohopeful

Conclusion2marks
Anyrelevantconclusion



‘Greatexpectationsmakefrustratedmen’

 Scorpion
WhenCoyotitoisstungbythescorpion,KinoandJuanarushhim tothedoctor.
AlthoughKinaisawarethatthedoctorwasnotofhispeople,andcouldkillthe
doctormoreeasilythattalktohim.(pg26)LaterwhenthedoctorlearnsKinohad
foundthepearloftheworld,hehasgreatexpectationsofbenefitingfrom thepearl.
HeevengoestotreatCoyotitoathome.

 Priest
WhenfatherheardthatKinohadfoundgreatfortune,agreatpearl,hegoestoKino’s
homeandtellshim thathehoped“theywillremembertogivethanks,myson,tohim
whohasgiventhem thistreasure….”Pg48.Expectationswerethatifthepearlwas
notbought,itcouldhavebeengiventothechurch.(pg42,63,68)

 Beggars
Whengrapevinereachesbeggarsaboutthepearloftheworld,theyhavegreat
expectationsfor“theyknewthattherearenoalmsgivenintheworldlikeapoorman
whoissuddenlylucky”pg42,Everymansuddenlybecamerelatedtokina’spearland
kina’spearlwentintothedreams,thespeculations,theschemes,theplans,the
future,thewishes,threheeds,thelusts,thehungers….” Pg43

 Thieves
AttemptsaremadebythievestomakeawaywifeKina’spearl.Thenightbeforehe
goestosellhispearl,athiefcomestostealitbutbothyKinoandthethiefarehurt.
(pg59-61)ThethievesalsopursueKinohisfamilyastheygotosellthepearl.
Beforeheleavesthehouse,heisattackedandsearched.WhenJuanaswenthe
throwthepearlaway,Kinoattackersher.Heisaswellattackedbyanassailantwhen
hekills.(pg86-89)
Heisfurtherpursuedtothemountainswherehekillshisassailantsandhisson
Coyotitoiskilled.(pg115-116)

 Kino’sfamily
Kinoandhisfamilyhavegreatexpectationsfrom thepearl.Inthepearlhesaw
JuanaandCoyotitoandhimselfstandingandkneelingatthehighalter….being
married,…howtheyweredressed.Juanainashawlstiffwithnewness…”Thento
comewithlittlethingsKinowanted……pg44-45.Heknewthepearlwouldsee
Coyotitojoinschool.

 Pearlbuyers
ThepearlbuyershadgreatexpectationsonKino’spearl.“Theygotoutpapersso
that……..theyputtheirpearlsinthedesksforitisnotgoodtoletaninferiorpearlbe
seenbesideabeauty”pg69Whentheynegotiate,‘thedealershandhadbecomea
personality.”pg71whenKinograbsthepearlfrom them,thedealers“knewthey
hadplayedtoohardtheyknewtheywouldbedisciplinedfortheirfailure…” pg75

 Conclusion Whenourexpectationsarehigh,soareourfrustrationswhen
theyarenotmet.
Mark3.3.3.3



“Allthatglittersisnotgold”referringcloselyto,thepearl,the
priest,thedoctorandthe pearldealers.

Somethingshappeninourlivesandwethinktheyareblessings.Itisusuallyarude
shockwhenwerealizethatoutwardappearancescanbedeceptive.Thisisshown
clearlyinJohnSteinbeck’snovel,ThePearl.
WhenKinofindthePearloftheWorld,hehasgreatdreams.Hebelievesthepearl
woulddrasticallyimprovehislifeandthatofhisfamily.HehopestomarryJuanain
church,buynewclothes,educatehisson,replacehislostharpoonandbuyhimselfa
rifle.Unfortunately,hisdreamsareshattered.Thereareattemptstostealitandhis
lifeisthreatenedseveraltimes.Hedoesnotsellitatalowpriceofferedbythepearl
buyers.Consequently,Juanadeclaresitevilandattemptstothrowitbacktothe
sea.Kinofollowsherandwretchesthepearlfrom herhandandstrikesherwithhis
clenchedfistandkicksherontheside.Helaterkillsaman,hiscanoeisvandalized,
theirbrushhouseisburntdownandtheyareforcedtofleetosavetheirlives.They
losetheironlychildandreturnhomebrokenonlytothrowthepearlbacktothesea.
Theglitterinthepearl,finallybringsthem misfortuneandtheyloseallwhattheyhad
treasured.

TheprieststandsforthemoralauthorityinLaPaz.Kino’sdream istobemarriedin
hischurch.WhenhesaysthatdiscriminationisGoddesigned,KinoandTomastake
itasgospeltruth.Unfortunately,wefindthatKinoandJuanaarenotmarriedin
churchandCoyotito’sisnotbaptizedsimplybecausetheycannotpay.Whenthe
priestcomestotheirhousehetactfullytellsKinothatheisnamedafteragreatman
andagreatFatherofthechurch.Hetellsthem toremembertogivethankstoHim
whohadgiventhem thetreasure.Asaresulthismoralfiberbecomesquestionable
sinceheismotivatedbygreedandhopestobenefitfrom Kino’spearl.Thisis
contrarytothekindofpersonweexpectofhim.
Adoctor’sprofessionisadmiredbymanypeople.Whenwemeethim,heissitting
upinhishighbed,dressedinagownofredwateredsilkandheistakingbreakfast
from asilvertraywithasilverchocolatepotandtinycupofegg-shellChina.Among
thefurnishingofhisroom arereligiouspicturesandalargetintedphotographofhis
latewife.Wearesurprisedtolearnthatheisdiscontentedinlifeandharbours
memoriesofhighlifewithamistressinParis.Moreover,herefusestotreat
Coyotitowhohasbeenstungbyascorpionbecausethefamilycannotaffordhis
medicalfee.WhenhelearnsthatKinohasavaluablepear,heironicallysaysKinois
aclientofhisandthatheistreatinghischildforascorpionsting.Hisgreedand
opportunism isevidentwhenhemakestherecoveringchildsickinordertotreathim
andbepaidfrom theproceedsofthepearl.Alltheaboveprovethatappearances
canbedeceptive.

Theappearanceofapersoncanappeartoglitterwheninrealsensethecharacteris
rotten.Thestoutpearlbuyer’sfacelooksfatherlyandbenignandhiseyestwinkled
withfriendship.Heisacallerofgood-mornings,aceremoniousshakerofhands,
andajollymanwhoknewalljokes.However,hisdeceptionisrevealedwhenKino
enteredhisofficetosellthepearl.Hiseyesbecomeassteadyandcrueland
unwindingasahawk’seyeswhiletherestofhisfacesmiledingreeting.Hecheats
thatheisgoingtovalueandgiveKinothebestprice.Afterexaminingthepearl,he
putsonasadandcontemptuoussmileanddeclaresitafool’sgoldandacuriosity



onlysuitableforamuseum.Heeveninvitesotherdealerstosupporthisopinion.
Hispresenceisrevealedwhenhe,togetherwithotherdealerspanicwhenKino
refusestosellthepearltohim.Hefurtherofferstogiveonethousandfivehundred
pesos.Thisprovesthathisappearanceisdeceptive.
Alltheaboveillustrationssupporttheproverbthatallthatglittersisnotgold.

“Asocietydrivenbygreedsuffersalot”.

Greedcanturngoodhumanbeingsintonegativemindedpeoplewhowillgotoany
extremestojustifytheiractions.Asocietyfullofsuchpeoplebecomessickand
evengetsdestroyed.

GiKino’sgreedforwealthafterhisdiscoveryofthepearlbringsouttheworstpartof
him

 Whenhediscoversthepearl,heretreatsintoamandrivenbythedesiretoguardhis
treasureevenattheexpenseoflife

 Heevenkillstoprotecthispearl
 Coyotito’slifeislostasKinopursuesabetterlife
GiiThedoctorisalsodrivenbygreedandthisbringsoutthenastyinnermanheis.
 Heispaintedasoneoftheinheritorsofcolonialevils-greedtoppingthelist
 HeISREPULSIVEOFKinoandhislikebutwhenhehearsabouthisdiscoveryofthe

pearl,hemakesaquickturnjusttobenefit
Giii ThepriestmakesaquickvisittoKinowhenhehearsabouthisdiscoveryofthe

pearl(pg47)
 Hespeakstohim softlyandflattershim
 Hismaininterestisthepearlandhebluntlytellshim hehopeshewill“rememberto

givethanks”(pg48)
GivThepearlbuyersallsalivateatmakingakillwhennewsofKino’snewlyfound

treasurereachesthem (pg63)
 TheyallstrategizetoexploitKinoevenbydismissingtheworkofthepearl.(pgs.70-

72)
Conclusion(2mks)
Itismorefulfillingtobecontentandseekwealthusingjustifiablemeans.Asociety
drivenbygreedsuffersalotsincetherewillbenoharmony.

Markfourwellillustratedpoints:3:3:3:3=12. Languageability-upto4mks



MOREQUESTIONS

1.TheIndianshaveabeautifulcultureworthsustainingKeepingclosereferencetothe

novella;discussanessaytosupportthis.AccordingtoThePearl.

2.DiscussSteinbeck’sadeptuseofforeshadowinginThePearl

3.KinoistoblameforthedeathofCoyotito.Eitheragreeordisagreewiththis

statementaccordingtoThePearl.

4.DiscussthesymbolicsignificanceofthedoctoraccordingtoThePearl
5.DiscussanessaythatexplainsthesignificanceofKino’smusic.Drawillustrations

from ThePearl.
6.DiscussthedehumanizingeffectsofwealthonhumanbeingsaspresentedinThe

Pearl
7.Coexistenceisparamounttosurvivalinanysociety.Justifythisstatementusing

illustrationsfrom ThePearlbyJohnSteinbeck.

8.Fortunedoesnotnecessarilyguaranteehappinessinlife.Citingadequate
illustrationsfrom,“Thepearl,”justifythisassertion.

9.“Agreatfortunecanalwaysbringpeopletogethereventheleastexpected.”Using
illustrationsfrom ThePearlbyJohnSteinbeck,writeanessayinsupportofthis
statement.

10.Abirdinhandisworthtwointhebush.KeepingclosereferencetoThePearl,discuss

thevalidityofthisstatement

11.Therearealwaystwosidestoacoin.Justifythisstatementkeepingclosereference

toThePearl.

12.‘Am likealeprosy,’Kinotellshiswifeinfrustrationstowhatextentishisfeelingtrue.

DiscussthestatementthatexaminesthisusingThePearl.

13.Thedoctorandthepriestaresymbolsoftheoppressivewhiteman.Explainthis

statementfrom ThePearl.

14.DiscussanessaythatdetailsthevariousfearsthatKinoandhispeopleface.Base

yourargumentonThepearl.

15.SteinbeckinhisnovelThePearlportraysKinoashavinglosthopeandisresignedto

fate.Discussanessaytosubstantiatetheabovestatementwithclosereferenceto

thenovel.

16.“JuanaisthevoiceofreasonthatbalancesKino’sexaggeratedsenseofmasculinity.”

Examinethetruthofthisstatementbasingyouranswerontheeventsthathappenin

ThePearl.

17.Fateisaforcebeyondourcontrol.DiscussthisaccordingtoThePearl.



18.JohnSteinbeck,inthenovel,ThePearlportraysthatmoneydoesnotbuyhappiness.

Supportthisstatementwithreferencetothenovel.
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