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November 10, 2003 

Seth O. McLigeyo, MD
Department of Medicine
University of Nairobi
College of Health Sciences
Nairobi, P.O.BOX 19676 Kenya 

Dear Prof. McLigeyo: 

I am pleased to inform you that your manuscript #03-083, entitled “Diabetic Nephropathy in Tropical Africa” has completed the review process. The reviewers recommend revisions to the paper. Attached are the reviewers’ comments. These suggestions need to be incorporated into your overall revisions.  

We appreciate if you would send the revised manuscript (please include an electronic file [MS Word or WordPerfect]) to Ronnie Henry, editorial assistant at the address above. You may also submit your revision online at www.ishib.org or via email. Please ensure that you are satisfied with the content and presentation of the manuscript at this stage, since—if the manuscript is accepted—you will be assessed a nominal fee for any changes you make to the galley proofs. 

Once your revised manuscript has been received, it will be re-sent to the reviewers for the second-round review process. After that process, we will contact you with the final decision. If you have any questions as you prepare your manuscript, please do not hesitate to contact Ronnie at 404.875.6263 or via email to ronnie-henry@ishib.org. 

The editors of Ethnicity & Disease appreciate your work, and we thank you for your research efforts that will lead to a greater understanding of ethnicity and disease. 

Sincerely,
[image: image43.png]



Keith C. Norris, MD
Editor-in-Chief 
Comments to MS #03-083, Reviewer #1  

REVIEWER’S COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS FOR AUTHORS:
(In addition to scientific/medical content, please consider preparation, analysis of data, number and quality of tables and figures, appropriateness of discussion, references, and areas where paper may be shortened, if appropriate.) Please type your mandatory comments in the area below. 

This manuscript reviews diabetic nephropathy in Tropical Africa. It is clear that diabetes and its complications are on the increase in Tropical Africa making this a timely and important topic for review. The author has provided a thorough review of many aspects of diabetic kidney disease. I have suggestions that I think will improve the manuscript and broaden the scope of the paper.  

Suggestions: 

1. The summary should be shortened significantly. 
2. Please provide the reader with a visual map of the region. What part of Africa are you talking about and what countries are included? 
3. Page 6: The sentence on diabetes in American should be moved into the first paragraph and not left to stand alone. 
4. Page 10, Screening: The first sentence should be expanded upon. What did that particular study show with regards to microalbuminuria in diabetes? 
5. The section on Hypertension and Proteinuria in diabetes contains quite a bit of data. I think that the actual data from each study may be best presented in a table. The text could then be geared to providing an overview (a summary if you will) of what the data shows. At the very least, a summary paragraph is necessary for the reader to put all of the data into context. 

a. The author should think about providing the ranges of prevalence of proteinuria in diabetics. 
b. Similarly, the same should be done for hypertension. 
c. I would be helpful to point out any geographical or demographic trends that may occur. Since most readers will not be familiar with the geography of the area and the demographics as one goes across the region it will be necessary to point out these differences. For example, are there differences in prevalence rates of diabetes, proteinuria, and hypertension as one moves from more industrialized countries in the region to those that are less industrialized? Could there be differences in rates between cultural or genetically distinct groups? 

6. Pathology section: It would be helpful to outline the typical pathology of diabetic kidney disease as described by Kimmelstiel and Wilson in the 1920’s (nodular glomerulosclerosis with basement membrane thickening). Remember that most readers are not nephrologists or diabetologists. The description of the pathology described locally should be provided in less technical terms. The term Armani-Ebstein lesion needs defining. It is most important to outline any differences in typical pathology seen in Tropical Africa vs. the rest of the world. 
7. Renal Replacement Therapy section: The data presented here really fits with the prevalence of ESRD due to diabetes section that comes before it. This section should address issues in providing renal replacement therapy to diabetics in Tropical Africa. Have patients with diabetes had equal access to RRT as patients with renal diseases such as hypertension? In most places diabetics were less likely to receive dialysis as RRT was in its early stages due to poor outcomes. Is there any data on mortality of diabetics on RRT? If so, please compare to outcomes of other groups. Are diabetics able to be transplanted in the region? Please comment on the mortality rates of diabetics on RRT. 
8. There should be a section that addresses treatment of diabetic kidney disease in the area. Are renin-angiotensin-aldosterone-system inhibitors used in this population? How difficult is it to control blood pressure in the these patients? Is there any data on glycemic control or lipid lowering and progression of kidney disease in diabetics in Tropical Africa? If not, then I would include it as a challenge to learning more about the natural history of the disease in that region. 
9. The author should comment on diabetic nephropathy and cardiovascular risk. The presence of nephropathy in a diabetic increases CV risk another 7-fold in Western cultures. Is there any evidence that this is true in the region? Likewise, is there any data on the association of diabetic kidney disease with other microvascular diabetic complications such as retinopathy and nephropathy? 

10. There are many spelling and grammatical errors. The paper should be proof read again post revisions. 
Comments to MS #03-083, Reviewer #2  

REVIEWER’S COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS FOR AUTHORS:
(In addition to scientific/medical content, please consider preparation, analysis of data, number and quality of tables and figures, appropriateness of discussion, references, and areas where paper may be shortened, if appropriate.) Please type your mandatory comments in the area below. 

GENERAL COMMENTS
This is a good topic of interest in Africa, although presently, the major health problems in Africa are HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, malaria, gastroenteritis and hypertension. A lot has been done in this area in western countries, very few information is available from developing countries, hence the importance of this paper. 
There are few issues that the author(s) need to address to improve the overall quality of the paper. 

1. Title - This is adequate. 
2. Keywords: Should be included. 
3. Running Title should be included. Abstract should be shortened to 150 words. 
4. There are very significant grammatical errors in the manuscript -(see comments in attached manuscript). 
5. Methodology-This was not stated - how were the references sourced for?; Was the study design and quality of the references assessed, with particular attention to subject selection, definition of outcome variables, and applicability of the results? 
6. The author(s) should include one or two tables or figures to enhance clarity and easy understanding of the paper. 
7. There should be consistency in the use of abbreviations. Secondly, avoid the use of old nomenclature such as IDDM/NIDDM, prefer type 1/type 2 etc. Avoid using ‘diabetic’ as a noun, prefer ‘patient with diabetes’ etc. 
8. Merge the two subheadings entitled ‘Diabetic Kidney Disease - Some Aspects From The Western World’ and ‘Ethnicity And Diabetic Kidney Disease – A Western World Perspective’ together. Create a single subheading title-‘A Synopsis of Diabetic Nephropathy with emphasis on the western world and the role of ethnicity’. 
9. The author(s) wrote on Diabetic Nephropathy AND NOT Diabetic Kidney disease, the later include UTI, Renal Papillary Necrosis, Diabetic Nephropathy etc. The author(s) should NOT use the phrase interchangeably. 
10. Under ‘Proteinuria And Hypertension In Diabetics In Africa’ the author(s) reported many studies on hypertension across Africa. Were these studies reviewed vis-à-vis criteria for diagnosing hypertension? 160/90mmHg or 140/90 mmHg, and the inclusion/exclusion criteria of proteinuria? A table may be necessary to highlight this. 
11. Under ‘Diabetic Nephropathy As A Cause Of End-Stage Kidney Diseases In Africa’, data on Nigeria should be pooled together in the same paragraph. 

12. Under ‘Diabetic Nephropathy In Tropical Africa –The Way Forward’ the author(s) explained primary and secondary prevention but NOT tertiary prevention. 
13. References- There should be uniformity in the manner of referencing with the use of colon, semi-colon and paging eg Vega KJ, Pina I, Krevsky B. Heart transplantation is associated with an increased risk for pancreatobiliary disease. Ann Intern Med. 1996; 124(11): 980–983. If more than 6 authors, present the first 3 authors followed by “, et al.” 
14. The author(s) should include a ‘CONCLUSION’. 
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