Neuro-developmental Disorders

Types of Disorders

· Attention Deficit Disorder with hyperactivity

· Tourette’s syndrome

· Autistic Disorders

· Autism

· Autistic Spectrum Disorder

Autism and Autistic Spectrum Disorder
· Three main dimensions

· Difficulties with reciprocal interactions and in forming relationships

· Communication problems, both verbal and non-verbal

· Restricted and repetitive behavior; resistance to change

· Onset before age 3

Additional features

· Often associated with learning difficulties

· Some children with autism have hypersensitivity to sound or touch

· About a third of children with autism develop epilepsy in adolescence

· Often co-morbidity with ADHD, anxiety disorders and depressive disorders

· Often features of ASD symptoms in close relatives

· Shyness, aloofness, peculiar interests, language delay, lack of interest in others

Prevalence 

· Classical autism has prevalence of around 0.2%

· Around 1% of population will have autistic spectrum disorder 

Cause

· Largely genetic – multiple genes involved

· Complex gene – environment interactions

Differential diagnosis 

· Severe prolonged neglect

· Tuberous sclerosis

· Rett syndrome

Management 
· Good assessment

· Treatment of any associated medical condition
· Parental education and support

· Special educational support

